Cancer immunotherapy: current status of treatment with interleukin 2 and lymphokine-activated killer cells.
In recent years, the medical community has witnessed a growing interest in the use of adoptive immunotherapy in patients with malignant lesions refractory to standard treatments. Systemic administration of interleukin 2, in combination with the adoptive transfer of a patient's own activated immune cells, has resulted in objective regression of several types of advanced cancers. Pronounced regression of tumor has also been observed with use of systemic interleukin 2 alone. This ability to augment the immune defense system of the host against cancer has stimulated intense clinical and laboratory investigations.